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By BRUCE WILKINSON |on a bluff overlooking Boulder, (Zeitlin is “anticipating a liftle
 Denver Post Staff Writer | Despite strong interior ap-|opposition” on this score but
¥ a squat, thin-skinned, many- peal, the decidedly modern oval | says he’s working with iwo
ed modular living unit that building mounted 2% feet off architects who will help bhis
ks like the popular concep- the ground on four sets of steel| firm, Futurade, Inc., plan the
n of a fulure outer-planet| legs appeats fo have fwo built- |installation of these “houses™ to
ome never becomes common|if problems thal could delay maintain a good envirenment.
Colorads mountain country il acceptance of the innovative| One approach will be fo in-
't he the fault of a young housing product. , sure that the units aren’l local-
stes Park man, | For one thing, these G%-ionied foo close fo one another,
e's Gerry Zeitlin, originally| siructures manufactured  fin Zeitlin said. -
 Philadelphia and an engi-| New Jersey and Michigan are| The other problem, which
g graduate of the Univer-|likely o run into fire from)may not seem serious to many
) Fu. | esthetic environmentalists e~ | Deople with plenty of exira cash
distributor for Colorado, | cause of their sharp contrast for a second home, Is the cost.
has erected his first|with traditional mounfain hous- The Futuro has a hase cost of
meter fiberglass shell| ing styles and radical departure| $15.600 at the plant; to fhis
_west of Colorado 93!from nature’s own backdrop. must be added $2,500 for ship-
= - |ment fo the Denver area and

temag for evection on the sile,
Zeitinsaid.

Thus a Futuro, complete with
shag rug, undercounter freezer
| and refrigerator, electric stove,
heating and air-conditioning
systems and a barbecuefive
pod, ruus about $35 a square
foot for its 530 square feet.

Of course, this over-all price
of $16.850 dossn’t inclide provi-)
sion for sewage disposal, ordi-
Inarily a septic tank. On the pos-

itive side, Zeitlin expects {9 see
1 a plant located near Denver to|
make Futuros, which would cuf|
the freicht hill to about $500, he!
estimates. . 1

Probably the wost ,i’gmarkw]
| able thing about the Fufuro is|

lfrom nearly any point in the
| combination living room-dining
|rpom-kitchen, which sireiches,
| about two-thirds of the way
Larcund the interlor. From the
193-foot sofa that curves with the
iwall one has a superh visw of
| more than 270 degrees through
most of the 4 by 2.doot elliptical
naufical-iype windows evenly
spaced around the entire build-
ing. '

The only obstructions are%

presented by the small bedroom
that accounts for 15 feet of the‘
wall (three windows), exit)
space leading to the z'etraci%ngz
stair (one window) and ade |
guate shower-bathroom  (two
windows), -

Although this modpod situc-

ture is hardly compelitive with
|2 conventional building cost-
wise, within its limits it 15 func-
tional. There's only one closet,
hut there are storage spaces
nearly everywhere—under the
Lentire sofa, under the fire pod,|
under the bed, in the bathroom,
even under the floor in fthe
space that also accommodates
the heating, airconditioning
|and electrical systems.

Because of the insulstion
|provided by the two-inch po-

lyurethane ‘‘sandwich’ with a
thin fiberglass Interior coating
and an exterior skin of po-
lyester resin gel, the unif is
easy to heat (elecirically), ac-
cording to Zeitlin, (and can be
used fthe year around). And

| with the use of two sturdy, low

Lcockiail tables for additional
base with the sofa, two exira

beds are readily available.

But, as Zeitlin stressed, fhe
Futuro is a second or vacalion
home. It is not a family home,
nor should it be used in conven-
tional residential seitings.




